

Marriage is very much a way of life.  It has been since ancient times.  The fact that it is in a state of decline and disrepair empowers it as a topic of discussion.  You grow up.  You get married.  This is how it has always been.  Girls dream about their wedding day, have play weddings as children.  Men recognize marriage as inevitable and forfeit dreams of sempiternal bachelorhood.  Many of the older generation grew up in homes with two married parents.  This culture of tradition gives this issue enormous sociological meaning.  


Marriage is seen as normal, and highly valued; not only by religious groups, but by many employers.  It is seen as a sign of maturity and stability.  To quote Captain Ellerby (Alec Baldwin) in the blockbuster movie The Departed, “Marriage is an important part of getting ahead: lets people know you're not a homo; married guy seems more stable; people see the ring, they think at least somebody can stand the son of a bitch; ladies see the ring, they know immediately you must have some cash or your cock must work.”  Though blunt, this statement seems to hold a fair amount of truth in our society.


With Christianity being our culture’s dominant religion, marriage is also influenced by these belief systems.  And in turn, marriage influences these belief systems.  It reinforces living more of a sin free life: abstaining from adultery and lasciviousness et cetera.  The wedding bands themselves are blessed by the minister performing the marriage, thus perpetuating the symbolism of granting the rings protective powers.  The choice of the ring itself--a circle--represents undying love
.

 
However, with the new trend of being raised in single-parent or only one biological parent homes, will this affect this generation’s decision to marry?  After witnessing the strife and struggles of divorce, will these children be ready to subject themselves to the same struggles?  


With divorce becoming so common, we are beginning to be socialized to accept it.  By doing this, the power and supposed to be finality of marriage is diminishing.  Responses to divorce are beginning to resemble the response of a bad break up instead of the termination of contract between husband and wife.


The media seems to take a realistic view on marriage, and--for the most part--is congruent with the research and statistics.  The only thing still clinging to the romanticized view of marriage is the movie industry.  It is, after all, a consumer-based industry.  People want to believe in eternal love and destiny.  They want to believe they will find it and live happily ever after--many movies appeal to this.


As far as social stratification and inequality goes, marriage seems to make people equally miserable.  There are some minor discrepancies.  There is a higher divorce rate for those who marry at a young age, and most divorces occur before age 35 (www.census.gov).  Whites were more likely to have been married only once, but this was a very minor variance.  One could reason that although money may not buy happiness--as the saying goes--but it sure makes things much easier.  Weddings and divorces are expensive, and money is undoubtedly a center for many arguments.  However, divorces due to economic reasons only accounted for 4.2% of divorces, compared to the whopping 80% due to Irreconcilable differences
.


Blacks were less likely to get married (35% of Americans between 24 and 34 have never married. For African-Americans, that figure is 54%)

 and more likely to get divorced (Census Bureau statistics show that in 1998, 11.7% of blacks age 18 and over were divorced, compared with 9.8% for the general population)
.


Religious and conservative groups may have a lower divorce rate, although none outstandingly different.  Divorce appears to be a non-discriminating presence in today’s society.  With a nearly fifty percent divorce rate, divorce really isn’t an example of normative or deviant behavior.  I suppose its distance from deviance would make it more of a normative behavior, but not by a majority rules standpoint.  To religious groups divorce is more likely to be viewed as a deviant behavior despite its prevalence even in the religious community.


The dismal prospects of having a successful marriage begs the question of what to do.  An issue has been noted, and structural functionalism would beseech social change.  The ubiquity of divorce has been rapidly increasing with time without resolution.


� http://www.weddingvendors.com/planning/articles/symbolism-wedding-rings/


� http://www.divorcereform.org/mel/rrecession.html


� http://www.divorcereform.org/mel/rdivorceblack.html






