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Global Warming


Throughout high school many things that have been taught to me have been forgotten. But there was one issue that I will never forget. I took a business class my senior year in high school, and for some reason my instructor decided to teach us about global warming. I have heard about it before, but I didn’t totally understand what it was. But once it was taught to me, it will never leave my mind. 

         Global warming is the increase in the earth’s temperature, caused by gases in the atmosphere that trap heat.  Some people may argue that global warming isn’t happening and that it shouldn’t be a big concern. But global warming should be an immense concern, and people should be apprehensive. Global warming is taking a toll on our environment, and will continue to take its toll. 

        People might look at our earth’s climate changes and think that it’s just natural for our climates to fluctuate temperatures. Yes, our globe’s temperature has changed every so hundreds or thousands of years. But now we are seeing changes in our earth’s climate in just one decade. That’s not normal. Ever since 1990 the earth’s temperatures has increased by .9 degrees Fahrenheit. Furthermore, in the past hundred years the earth’s average temperature has risen 33.3 degrees Fahrenheit. Global warming may threaten us with severe hurricanes, droughts, and heat waves.    

   
Environmentalist, Professor Chris Thomas has done research on global warming, and he is convinced that the climate changes will drastically effect out planet. “Over a million species could be threatened with extinction as a result of climate change.”(Chris Thomas, author of Extinction Risk of Climate Change, 2004)  According to Professor Thomas almost half of our animal and plant species will be wiped out in six regions around our globe by 2050. Although this is hard to believe, the climate change is too rapid for some of our plant and animal species to adapt to.  

    
The Artic is also experiencing climate changes.  The sea ice has thinned out about 40 percent around the North Pole. This was caused be the melting of the ice sheets from the rapid climate change. Also, 500 cubic miles of ice have disappeared since the 1950’s in Alaska. The Artic is where some of the greatest warming has happened.  Even the representative of the Artic community reported these changes to the senators in 2004. Glaciers all around the world are melting because of the climate changes. Glaciers in central Asia are losing more than one cubic mile of ice each year, and the Alps have shrunken 50 percent since the early 19th century.


As a result of the glaciers and ice sheets melting, it causes a major change in our oceans. The ice creates fresh water to mix in with the salt water; this causes a bad combination for our sea life. One Australian study states that only five percent of the Great Barrier Reef will be left by 2050. Just like the Artic the oceans are also warming. The warming of the ocean causes the water to expand. These problems cause our seas to rise. How would you like to wake up one day and be underwater?  By the end of the century, a total rise of three feet is predicted to occur. 

 
  The most significant aspect of global warming is that we can do something to prevent it. Scientists have came up with ideas about sending film up to space to deflect sunlight, but there are cheaper ways we can prevent global warming. There are literally tons of things people can do to help stop global warming from happening. People can start off by just doing the little things, such as cutting down on the amount of energy they use and recycling. People may also help the environment out by doing drastic things such as changing the type of car they drive.


   Air conditioning is something that a lot of people can’t live without. Unfortunately it consumes quite a bit of energy. Sometimes if it’s not that hot out, people should consider opening the windows. Also, fans take up less energy than the AC does. You can also save up to $50 dollars using a fan. But, if you have to use the air conditioning make sure to replace the filter every so often when it becomes dirty. 


   You may also want to start in the kitchen. You should set your refrigerator to 40 degrees Fahrenheit. You should also clean in back of your fridge a couple times a year. This can improve your energy by one third! You can also save energy by only running your dishwasher when it’s full. Microwaves save more energy then ovens do. So next time you want to heat something up, put it in the microwave. Another way people can help prevent global warming is by trading their cars in for hybrids. Hybrid cars don’t pollute the air. Not only do these cars help the environment, but they can save you gas money. 


 It is easy to see that there are many advantages that come out of saving energy and protecting the environment when it comes to the earth and to yourself. As I mentioned before, some of these things are so miniscule, but can make the greatest difference. It is obvious that global warming does exist. These are only a few of the ways in which people can help prevent global warming. If people don’t take a stand, and help our environment, then our earth could be in serious trouble. 

